January 16th 1930 


Mr. Neilson C. Debevoise 
c/o Profe Ace Te Olmstead 
University of Chicas, 
Dear Mr. Debevoise: 

Today, in going thruch a book catalogue, I came 
across the following: Petrowicz, Alexander ¥. (Sammlung Paciosient ait 
The price is in Swiss francs. You will note the address of the : 


pookseller on the other side of the sheet. 


. Very truly yours, 


@ 


Seeretary. 


Mr. NEILSON C'DEBEVOISE 


THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


January 22 
2 @& & @ 


Mr. Sydney E. Noe, Secretary 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway and 155th Street 
New York City 


Dear Mr. Noes 


Thank you so much for your letter 
of January 16th and the information contained 
therein. When I returned to Chicago I found 
an offer from Harassowitz for the Petrowicz, 
at the same price as tne one which you sent me, 
and I have already ordered the volume, 


My visit at the Society's quarters 
was both pleasant and profitable in spite of 
the fact that I came to bother you at a time 
when you had many other things to do. Thank 
you very much for all your help and courtesy. 


Should you run across any of the 
duplicate catalogues which contain Parthian 
coins from such collections as the Petrowicz 
or Allotte de la Pujfe, I should like very much 
to purchase them, 


Very truly yours, 


NCDskvt Neilson C. Debevoise 


v 


July 1, 1931 
Dear Mr. Noe, 

A good deal of time has elapsed since our very pleasant 
luncheon party with you and Mr. Newell. I'm afraid I simply talked 
my head off, but I know that both you and Mr. Newell are interested 
in the dig so perhaps no apologies are necessary. Upon my return to 
Urbana, I commenced the preparation of a report upon the pottery 
from Seleucia. From beginnings as a preliminary report the work 
has grown to a full sized volume which will take a year or so to 
complete. The Michigan people are being mob generous with funds 
so that any amount of illustration will be possible’, in short I 
was told to do the job up properly and not to woxky about the expense. 
More than that one cannot ask. But now I'm in difficulty. Perhaps 
you can help me. Of course it will be necessary to base my dating 
of levels largely upon a numismatic basis. . = McDowell, whom 
Mr Newell met at Michigan, has been working for two years upon the 
coins from the dig and has worked out a preliminary system of | 
chronology and a number of other interesting facts from the material. 
None of this has been published. Now it will be necessary for me 
to make use of all this material (with of course proper acknowledge- 
ments to McDowell). But no matter how numerous or generous the 
references it seems to me a shame to use all of his work for the 
past two years, without giving him a chance to publish at least a 
preliminary note under his own name. Do you know of any place 


where we could get a note of, say a printed page, on the importance 


of the numismatic material from Seleucia published? I think you 


can rely. on McDowell's material for he is a careful and conservative 
worker. If he could get such a note printed, then I could refer 
to this publizcation in my book. 

You may remember that I had some seals with me. We made 
an impression of one, a medittum size haematite specimén. At the time 
you said that yoului ght run across someone who would want to purchase 
it, and you requested me to place a value on it. As I had not 
reached a decision I said I would let you know later. I would be 
glad to sell it for $35. There were also two Neo-Babylonian conical 
seal of a fine igs cc quartz. If you run across anyone who. 
might like those $10 will see them both. If anyone desire to see 
them I shall be glad to send them on. 

Please remember me to Mr. Newell when you see him. We have 
simply melted here for over two weeks but I understand that you are 
slightly better off. I certainly hope so. With best wishes, 


a ie 


Sincerely, 


Neilson C. Debevoise, 
1114 W. California Ave., 
Urbana, Illinois. 


I'm gradually getting those Sasanid silver coins cleaned. They are 
a bit disappointing for they are so thin that many of them are 
nothing but oxide which has not enough tensile strength after the 


corrosion is removed. 


July 7, 19351 


Dr. Neilson C.. Detevoise 
1114 W. California Ave., 
Urbana, Illinois. 
Dear Dr. Debevoise: 


Your letter of the lst is at hend and I 


take pleasure in enclosing Mr. Newell's check for $45.00 


for the three seals concerning which you write and which 
he is very glad to have at that figure. 


We also discussed the question raised 
by you about Mr. McDowell"s material. Mr. Newell thought 
that he had seen a preliminary report of the coins found 


in this excavation, in a report in which the site is re- 


corded under its Arabic name. He said that,although brief 


“he thought that this summarized the coins which he had 


seen last year at the University of Michigan and that it 
had been prepared by Mr. McDowell. If he is mistaken, is 
there not enough value and significance to an account of 
the coins found there to warrant Mr. McDowell prepsring . 
& monograph regarding them? Pieces of outstanding im- 
portance could be reproduced and a detailed statement of 


_ the nature and scope of the coins found would be useful, 


it seems to me, to others than yourself. I am speaking 
without a knowledge of the coins, such as Mr. Neweil has, 
and my suggestion may be impracticable, but please write 
me fully as to how it strikes you and whether you think a 
monograph such as I have outlined could be prepared with 
the informtion now in hand and whether it would have the 
value that it seems to me it might have. 


Very cordially yours, 


July 9, 19S. 

Mr. SP. Noe, 
American Numismatic Society, 
Broadway and 156th Street, 
New York City. 
Dear Mr, Noe, 

Thank you very much for your good letter of July 7 
and the check for $45 enclosed therein from Mr. Newell... I am 
sending the seals to him at the Society this afternoon. 

Mr. Newell is quite correct about: that report --- 
Leroy Waterman, Preliminary Reprt upon the Excavations at Tel Umar, 
Iraq, Ann Arbor, 1931. The report is very "preliminary" for several 
reasons. The men had very little time to put on it and in the case 
of the coins, only a small number had been cleaned. Last season 
we really got down to business clearing one block and the number 
of objects registered was greater last year alone than in the two 
previous years. Many questions of technique and architectural 
difficulties were cleared up so that they are on a much better 
basis than when this report was prepared. For example last year 
there were 450 tetradrachms, 1500 bronze coins (Parthian Seleucid, 
and civic) and number of Roman coins excavated and which can be 
a eae This is apart from the surface coins. 
A paper of MacDowells which I have at hand now is based on 244 
coins. But this idbeside the point. You are quite right -there 
certainly is & great value to the material both from a numismatic 


and historical standpoint. They will undoubtedly help to untangle 


2 
Parthian chronology. However the cleaning has not yet gone 
Par enough as yet to warrant the publication of any extensive 
work on the subject. This year the expedition is planing to 
use an electrical process which can be employed in quantity lots 
and the work should be speeded up greatly. I am sure that 
eventually a monograph could be prepared which would be a credit 
both to the Society and MacDowell. 

What I wish we could get published now is merely a 
statement of the historical and numismatic importance of the material, 
a statement devohd of evidence and lists of coins, just the meat 
of the evidence so that I could quote McDowell in this book and 
incidently to arouse interest in the excavation. Certainly the 


historians would be interested in such an account and it could be 


OC ohare 


made of value to the numismatist as well. 


}} | 


Sincerely, 


Neilson C. Debevoise, 
1114 W. California Ave., 


Urbana, Illinois. 


If the Society does not have a copy of the Preliminary Report, I 


shall do my best to have one sent to them. 


July 13, 1931. 


Mr. Neilson CG. Debevoise 
1114 W. California Ave. 
Urbana, Illinois. 


Dear Sir: ‘ 


Yours of the 9th is at hand and Mr. Newell has received the 
package containing the seals. 

I have been thinking about your suggestion for a publiestion 
of thé results already achieved by MacDowell. I am frankly puzzled 
as to how there can be any further preliminary publication of this 
material, which would have enough vadue for you to refer to it and 
still be merely a statement, "devoid of evidence and lists of coins.' 
Your publication, if it has to depend solely on the numismatic evidence 
of MacBowell's results would either have to await the publication of 
that evidence or ask our readers to take MacDowell's conelusionsfor 
granted with the great dmmger that conflicting evidence might appear 
in the portion of the ccins not yet examined thoroughly. Do I under- 
stand that MacDowell's results are ultimately to be published by the 
- University of Michigan? If not, we should certainly be cordial to 
any desire of Mr. MacDowell's to publish his material in the mono- 
graph form, although, of course,we could not accept it without seeing 
ite 


I suspect I have failed to comprehend the situation perfect- 
ly. Perhaps, vos will care to enlighten me further. 


‘Very truly yours, 


SN:JG ; Secretary : 


July 30, 1931. 
Mr. S.P. Noe, 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Noe: 
Your good letter of July 13 has gone unanswered because of 

two trips to Chicago and one to Ann Arbor. In the course of these 
journeys I had a chance to talk with both McDowell and also Professor 
Olmstead of the Oriental Institute. I explained the situation to 

(A TF. Olmelead ) 
him end he seemed to feel that a publication such as the Numismatic 
Notes and Monographs would be ideal. His idea was that the six or 
eight unique pieces thus far discovered, together with the eighteen 
or so with different obverses or reverses could be published with 
text which should especially stress the great valbe of the numismatic 
evidence at Seleucia as an aid to the archaeologist. Whether or not 
such a publication is possible rests with the Society, Mr. McDowell, 
and Michigan. Mr. McDowell is writing Mr. Newell this week concerning 
some of the gastions which have come up in the Sourae of the work. 


Yours very truly, 


August 10, 1931. 


Mr. Neilson C. Debevoise 
1114 W. California Avenue 
Urbana, Illinois. 


Dear Mr. Debevoise: 


Thank you very much indeed for having sent 
to me reprints of articles from the American Journal of Semitic 
Languages andthe Revue D’ Assyriologie. I am very glad indeed 
to have these and thank you for 1 courtesy in sending them 
to mee 


You offered in your previous letter to secure 
a copy of the preliminary report of the work of the University 
of Michigan. I think a copy has been sent to Mr. Newell, but 
I should also be glad to have a cory for the library, if it 
will not cause you to much difficulty to obtain one for us. 
As soon as I can have a talk with Mr. Newell, I. hope to be in 
a mae to respond to your previous letter. 


S\ 


With cordial regards, 


SN: JG 


